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Copy of a Letter from James Patterson, Esq.

" Sir,
Kilrush, May 31st, 1823.

" ENCOURAGED by the erection of the fishery piers on this coast, two persons registered themselves as fish-curers, viz. Francis Coffee, on the 10th of March, at Liscannor, and James Shannon, on the 26th of April, at Seafield, on the 26th instant. I had a request note from the former to attend at his curing-house on the 28th, to inspect seven hundred and sixty ling, and nine hundred and ninety-six cod ; I accordingly attended, and have great pleasure in saying, that a finer parcel of fish I never beheld: I at the same time registered twenty-six row boats. From thence I proceeded to Seafield to see what was going on there, where, I am sorry to say, I found the fishermen very desponding; they had an immense quantity of fish, offering at 1 ½ d. per dozen; but few purchasers. Mr. Shannon not having as yet begun to cure at Liscannor, agreeable to a previous arrangement made with the fishermen, Mr. Coffee 

Pays 3 ½ d per dozen it would tend greatly to promote this speculation if some little additions were made to the bounty in lieu of the drawback on the salt, which they find very difficult to recover, principally owing, to the great distance to any custom​house, and the difficulty of travelling bad roads. I send herewith the production bounty debenture, as the curer has but a small capitol. I hope the board will order payment with as little delay as possible; every little encouragement that can be given this speculation in its infancy will greatly tend to promote it; and I have no doubt, in a short time, it will become very general, and productive of great advantage to the country.

" I am, Sir, 4, &c.

" Commissioners of Fisheries.
(signed)
James Patterson."




